


Visit the most
famous and popular of all
the attractions in Crete, the Pa lace of
Knossos. Join your expert guide on a journey
back of 5000 years into myths and legends and learn
se crets of the oldest civilisation in Europe, the Minoan. Enjoy a
guided tour of the hi storical site that covers an area of 22.000m2 on 5 floors
with 1.300 rooms, hear all about the legendary la byrinth and the Minotaur (the
half-human monster). This day brings history and legend back to life and is a
must see on any visit to Crete. After our visit to Knossos, our first stop on the
scenic route towards central Crete is the Monastery of "Kera Kardiotissa". It is
dedicated to Virgin hosts a small natural history museum, in collaboration with
the University of Crete. After the lunch break in one of the local villages in
Lassithi, we will visit the Dicti Cave where Zeus, the fa ther of Greek Gods, was
born.  While crossing the villages of the Plateau, we pay a short visit at a
traditi onal potter's factory, seeing an anci ent ceramic art, which completes
to day more than 8.000 years of history. Leaving the Plateau we will see the
views down to Pediada Plain which are truly magnificent. A short
photostop will complete the day in a perfect way.

Type of excursion:
Tradition - Landscape - Full Day
Should take:
Comfortable shoes, Hat,
Sun protection, Camera                             
Not included - pay on the spot:
Knossos entrance fee: € 15,
Kera: € 3,
Dicti Cave entrance: € 6

KNOSSOS - LASSITHI





This tour is the most suitable
excursion for swimming and relaxation
all the day on the famous hippies beach in Matala.
It is famous for the carved caves in the rocks and the hippies
of the ‘70s. You have plenty of time to discover the hippie’s caves, to
swim in the clear crystal waters of Matala, having lunch on the taverns which are
located on the beach and enjoy your coffee relaxing and sunbathing under the warm
sun. The beautiful sandy beach is 300m long, with fine gravel and crystal clear deep
water. Moreover, the seabed is quite rocky in some places (especially in the central
part of the beach) and waves are common, due to frequent west winds.
Furthermore, there is a huge cave on the north part of the beach, from the top of
which some people dive. Before we arrive in Matala, we make a short stop in
Kaliviani Monastery; it is a relatively new monastery which was built on the ruins
of an older one. Kaliviani is a typical example of a foundation that offers help and
charity to poor and needy people. This is the best tour for swimming without
paying any entrance fees, boat tickets etc. 

Type of excursion:
By bus - Full Day

Should take:
Comfortable shoes, Hut,  Sun
protection, Camera, bathing suit

Not included - pay on the spot:
No entrance fees

BEACH TIMEMATALA





At Spinalonga,
the last leper colony in
Europe, we will have a guided tour
around this famous island, which is just a distance of
850m. Originally, Venetians fortified the islet in 1579, by
building a fortress with 40 cannons and they are actually the best
preserved walls in  Europe. It used to be a leper colony from 1903 until 1957,
where lepers could ha ve a better life, medical help and eco nomical support. The
ruins of the market street with the shops, the ho spital and many small houses in
which lepers lived  isolated, can still be seen. On our way back on the boat, we
are having a stop on the beach “Kolo kytha/ Vathi”, where you can enjoy
swim ming and a BBQ lunch. Before we take the road back to Heraklion, we will
visit Ag.Nikolaos, a town with 14.000 inhabitants which is built on the side of
the Gulf of Mira bel lo. In the centre of Agios Nikolaos is the lake Voulismeni,
probably created by an earthquake. There, we can have a coffee break or a
walk around the la ke, which gives you a great view from above, over the
center and the harbor of Agios Nikolaos. Next to the lovely harbor are shady
tree-lined streets fil led with shops gives you the op portu nity to do some
“serious shop ping”.

Note: Possibility to purchase
this excursion BBQ.

Type of excursion: Boat - Full Day            

Should take: Comfortable shoes,
Hut, Sun protection, Camera,
Bathing Suit

Not included - pay on the spot:
Spinalonga entrance fee: € 8

SPINALONGA





The gorge of
Imbros is the second most
popular gorge for walkers in Crete after
the gorge of Samaria. The village of Imbros is a
charming mountain village, the starting point of the
gorge. It is much easier to walk than Samaria: walking
distance is 8 km, total descent is around 600m and the
average walking time is about 2.5 hours. The path is
generally easier underfoot.  The gorge is fairly narrow
(under 2 meters wide at one point!) and has plenty of
trees you will have shade most of the time, interesting
flowers to see, especially in the spring, plants and
flowers at close range. After around 90 minutes walk
from the gorge entrance booth (2 hours if you walk
really slowly) you will pass an impressive stone arch
on your right. Finally, we finish our walk in
Komitades village, the end of the gorge and the
meeting point for the bus to pick you up. Our last
stop is in Frangokastello, where you have free
time to explore the Venetian castle, enjoy
swimming and relax in one of the most famous
beaches in Crete.

Type of excursion:
Adventure - educational - Full day            

Should take:
Proper walking shoes, photo
camera, a bottle of water and fruits
or sweets during the walk.

Not included – pay on the spot:
Imbros Gorge entrance fee: 2.00€

IMBROS GORGE



Type of excursion:
Adventure - educational - Full day
Should take: Proper walking shoes,
photo camera, a bottle of water, 
ruits or sweets during the walk,
swimming gear, bathing suit.
Not included - pay on the spot:
Samaria Gorge entrance fee: € 5,
Boat ticket: € 11

An experience not to be missed!
Hike along the rugged terrain of

the Samaria Gorge
cut ting through a limestone

plateau and at a length of 18
kilometres it is Europe’s longest

gorge. You will visit and will surely be
enchanted by the beautiful

landscapes of Crete. At one point of the
gorge the walls are only 3 metres apart
from each other, and are known as the

“iron curtains” with sides rising sheer up
to 100 feet.  The hike is followed by a

short cruise around the southern coastline
to the pretty costal village of Chora Sfakion,

where you will have the opportunity for
lunch break in one of the local

traditional Tavernas.

SAMARIA  GORGE



Note:
Possibility for lunch on board only. 
Type of excursion:
Boat trip - Beach day - Full day
Should take: 
Comfortable shoes, Hat, Camera,
Sun protection, swimming gear,
bathing suit.
Municipaly fee: € 1

An
amazing day
in paradise and a great
adventure for all the family! This
excursion leads you to the western point of the
Island. West of Kissamos and north of the beautiful
village of Kaliviani, stretches the impressive Gramvousa
Peninsula.  Starting from the port of Kissamos, followed
by a plea-sant voyage, we will reach Gramvousa where
the ancient shipyard of Tersanas will draw your
attention, as well as the geological phenomenon of
land elevation by 6 to 9m above the sea level. Here
you will have the opportunity to either enjoy the
beach with crystal clear water and the amazing
view of the never   ending sea lagoon; or climb on
the top of the steep rock to see the Venetian
castle. Afterwards we take a 2nd short boat trip to
the fabulous lagoon of Balos, a shallow and
warm water lagoon and one of Crete’s loveliest
spots. Here you can enjoy plenty of time of
swimming in the inviting  crystal clear waters
of western Crete and sunbathing at the white
sandy beach.

GRAMVOUSA









Type of excursion:
Boat – Full Day

Should take:
Comfortable shoes, Hat,
Camera, Sun protection,
Bathing Suit

If you would
like to discover a small
island covered with sand dunes
and small trees, sandy beaches and tropical
waters, then you must visit Elafonissi, one of the most
exotic beaches of Crete.  It is at the southwest tip of Crete, 76 km
from the city of Chania. A protected natural reserve by the Natura 2000
European Act, Elafonissi is a peninsula which breaks in two parts by water giving the
impression of being a separate island. A lagoon, shaped at that point, is ideal for
children. The sea is so shallow that you can cross over the island by foot. The white
sand which in many places gets pink shades of the thousands of crushed shells, gi ves
a different look to the beach. The cry stal clear and blue - green waters remind of the
Caribbean. Before you reach Elafonissi, you will visit the very known Monastery of
Chryssoskalitissa, one of the landmarks of southwest Crete. It is a simple, but
impressive building that has kept alive the atmosphere of the past centuries.
Ninety steps lead to the top of the rock and one of them is said to be golden, but
visible only to the faithful, according to tradition (hence the name of the
monastery, from the words “Chryso” meaning “gold” and “Skalitissa” meaning
“stair”). In the way back home, while driving along the road you will reach Elos,
a village built in a verdant landscape with chestnut trees, plane trees and
many fruit orchards. There, under the plane trees you will have your dinner.

ELAFONISSI





Type of excursion:
Civilization - Full Day            

Should take:
Comfortable shoes,
Camera

This excursion
takes you to the west side of
the island. It includes a visit to the
towns of Chania and Rethymnon, as well as to the
well - known Lake of Kournas. Going west on the northern axis
of Crete. First we will pass the Ida range that includes the highest
mountain of Crete, Psiloritis (2453m high), then our tour will take us to the old town
of Rethymnon. A graphic Cretan town, so characteristic and unique, that nothing similar
is met anywhere else on the island of Crete. We will have time to relax at the beautiful
scenery at the old port of Rethymnon. Chania is our next stop, the capital city of the
prefecture of Chania, which comes second in size on the island and is the sixth biggest
city in Greece having approximately 65.000 residents. Its Venetian walls and harbor,
narrow streets, and old buildings from the Venetian and Turkish period are mostly
intact and take you directly to the past. The old harbor, where the small fishing boats
can moor, is a perfect place to enjoy a coffee or a lunch and observe the liveliness of
the city. Here you can see the cross - shaped closed Marketplace and the leather -
Market Street. Next stop is the lake of Kournas, the only natural sweet water lake in
Chania. For those who want, there is a possibility to make a tour in the lake on
pedals, or just walk around the lake and swim.

RETHYMNON -  CHANIA - 
LAKE  KOURNAS





Type of excursion:
Boat – Full Day

Should take:
Comfortable shoes, Hat,
Camera, Sun protection,
Bathing Suit

Municipaly fee: € 1

An unforgettable cruise to
one of the southern points in
Europe, the Golden Island, or, as it is
also called, Donkey Island. Nine miles
from Ierapetra, it has a uni que cedar forest,
pure white sand du nes, golden shallow
sand beaches and a sea with unbelievable
tropical colours. You will sail to the island,
where you stay for about 4,5 hours. Relax
on the beach, or take a long walk along
the endless beach and marvel at the
mil lions of colourful small shells.
A perfect hidden paradise that will
remain in everybody’s memory and
an interesting excursion for cou ples
as well as families.

CHRISSI  ISLAND





If you want to
explore the real Crete, this
is the best excursion for travelers
who want to visit traditional villages of Crete
with no fancy restaurants and touristic places, but with the
help of our local knowledge and the little details we will explore the
real Crete. Amazing landscape, the traditional villages of Crete, places to stop for
pictures and the amazing Cave of Sfedoni. Our first stop in the most traditional village of
the island, Anogia. This village is a large mountain village with population of 5,000 and lays on
Mount Psiloritis in the central Cretan prefecture of Rethymno. The village has two aspects, our
guide will escort you and guiding you until the Old Anogia which is the lower part, reached after
you pass the inviting square filled with Kafeneia and traditional houses & stores selling Cretan
traditional products. You are more likely to see men wearing the Cretan baggy trousers tucked
into their boots, heads decorated with nets, here than just about anywhere else. We will have
the opportunity to go in one of the traditional houses in Anogia to see the handmade
souvenirs and watch the old way that women were used to fix handmade blankets, clothes
etc. We continue to the famous Sfedoni cave, in Zoniana village. The cave is one of the most
important caves in Greece, covering an area of about 3.000 square meters. The cave’s
unique and rare beauty mesmerizes everybody, establishing it as one of Crete’s most
beautiful caves. Visitors are allowed to explore a route of about 270 m, along which they
can admire a variety of impressive formations. Large columns create labyrinthine
compartments inside the cave and stalactites and stalagmites of different colors and

Not included – pay on the spot:
Sfedoni Cave entrance fee: 4.00€
per adult, children until 11 years
old free   
Axos museum entrance fee: 3,00€
per adult, children 5-18 years old
2.00€  
Dioskouri Monastery: 1.00€

REAL CRETE



shapes decorate the cave’s chambers.  After Sfedoni cave it`s lunch time in Anogia
village, in the tavern where you have magnificent view of the village and the

surrounding area, a perfect place for your photos. The cuisine of Anogeia is typical
of the traditional Cretan one. The wealth and the quality of the products of the

island over the centuries had as a result a cuisine with unique taste and freshness.
The secret of Cretan diet is the rich variety of products of Cretan land and the olive oil,

which is used in all the dishes. Cheese, honey, aromatic plants and many other
products of Psiloritis are the basis for the miracle called the cuisine of Anogeia. Top

tastes are “ofto” and cheese.  On the way back to our hotels, we make a stop in Axos
village and visit the Monastery Dioskouri.  In Axos village we will visit the museum and

the workshop and find out the aesthetic and artistic proposal, traditional elements,
folklore elements (for example, the marking of the animals), sociological data (the family

structure, the position of man and woman), historical evidences etc. After the museum we
make our last stop in Dioskouri Monastery, one of the oldest monasteries in

Crete.  In the center of the courtyard there is the church of St.
George. The old icon of St. George is famous to the

Cretan herders who swear on that when they
are accused of stealing animals.



Type of excursion:
Folklore - Half Day

Should take:
Camera

A superb 
eve ning for all the
fami ly! While you are entertained
with the sounds of the bouzouki and lyra, you
will be served with an original Cretan dinner with
unli mi ted house wine. The venue is in a beautiful
village called Pano Karouzanos nestled in the
mountains high above Herso nissos. Guests will be
treated to a performance of traditional Greek
dances accompanied by live music. You will also
be invited to join in and have a chance to learn
a few steps of traditional dances, turn yourself
into a Zorbas for a night and keep this wonder-
ful night in your memory forever. Dinner is
buffet style and consists of many mouth -
watering Greek dishes that must be tried.
There is no better way to experi ence
traditional Greek entertain ment and
hospitality. 

GO  GREEK - CRETAN NIGHT



Not included – pay on the spot:
Myrtia museum entrance fee: 3.00€     
Winery factory entrance fee: 6.00€ 
Poterry factory entrance: free 

This excursion is a trip back in time, exploring the tradition & the art of the Minaon
Pottery, visit the richest monastery in Crete, Agarathos Monastery, and the birth place of
N. Kazantzakis the village Myrtia and finally we will enjoy a tour in Boutari`s cellar, in the
production area and the rest area of the estate. Our first short stop in Agarathos
Monastery, the richest monastery in Crete.  It is considered the first in the hierarchy of the
monasteries of the island. A few minutes later, we reach the village Thrapsano which is
referred as “The village of potters”. The same movements of the hands, the same tools,
and the same relationship between the chief potters and their apprentices. At the lunch
time, we arrive in Myrtia village. Myrtia is the birth place of Nikos Kazantzakis and has a
Museum dedicated to the famous Cretan writer. It exhibits personal objects and
memorabilia that refer to the life and work of Kazantzakis as well as copies of his books.
Local taverns are available for your lunch under the big ancient trees in the village`s square
and as you walk in the narrow streets of the village you will meet local Cretan men drinking

their coffee in the traditional café “kafenia”  where only men are allowed. Our last
stop is in Skalani village in order to visit one of the best-equipped, state

of the art wineries in Europe. Visitors can enjoy a tour of the
cellar and they can enjoy the impressive multimedia

show which has gained major awards at
international competitions.  

WINERY



Baccara Holiday Services
Old National Road, Kato Gouves

Heraklion, Crete - Greece
Tel.: +30 28970 42844-5
Fax: +30 28970 42847

www.baccaraholidays.com
info@baccara-holidays.gr


